
 
 
This table, taken from an article that compiled data from the US Census Bureau, shows the 
numbers and percentages of people from Idaho migrating to other states, people from other 
states migrating to Idaho, and net migration for Idaho in 2016. The data is pretty 
straightforward in this table, but there are a few things I noticed when I first started analyzing it 
that make it difficult to understand what the author wanted me to notice about the data. 
 
First, I had a hard time understanding what the Idaho Migration Out heading meant. I was able 
to watch a video that explained the findings of the data to figure out that it meant people 
moving out of Idaho to other states, but I think it can easily be misunderstood. Next, the data 
does not really tell us anything other than the population migration in and out of Idaho, but the 
article talks about how Californians aren’t the only group migrating to Idaho. In order to figure 
out who the largest populations groups moving to Idaho are, one would have to scan the table 
and remember numbers in order to compare and contrast. At a glance, it would be difficult to 
find the information the article talks about. 
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As the new author of this data, I wanted to show an accurate account of the migration patterns 
of the top ten states that have an impact on Idaho population. In the first graph, I show the 
amount of people moving to Idaho and in the second graph, I show the amount of people 
moving out of Idaho. The third graph shows the net difference between people moving in and 
out of Idaho, which gives a more accurate representation of migration to Idaho because it 
accounts for the loss in population due to migration to other states. 
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